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(U) Bromazolam: An Uncontrolled
Benzodiazepine is Frequently
Bought from Foreign Websites for
Use in Counterfeit Pills

(U) This DEA Bulletin is based on preliminary reporting and may be subject to updating as additional
information becomes available.

(U) Statement of Analysis

Bromazolam is a growing presence in the United States illicit drug supply, according
to data from the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) (see Figures 1 and 2). The
increased supply of bromazolam is likely driven by suppliers who reach customers
through open web vendor platforms. Bromazolam is not specifically controlled in the
United States, unlike other drugs in the benzodiazepine class that are mostly
Schedule IV and approved for treating anxiety and insomnia.

In 2024, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recommended that
bromazolam be added to the list of drugs controlled by all signatories of the 1988
United Nations (U.N.) Convention against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances. If the U.N. and member nations accept the FDA
recommendation, the addition of bromazolam to this list is likely to deter many China-
based vendors who have previously demonstrated quick takedowns of offers to sell
drugs and chemicals following U.N. counterdrug convention updates. However—as
with cannabinoids, designer fentanyl precursors, and nitazenes—bromazolam is just
one analogue of many benzodiazepines.

(U) Details

Br °maz°l’a’" ismost (U) 1000+ Counterfeit Tablet Exhibits
commonly used as an active Contained Bromazolam, and 96 percent

ingredient in count.e.rfe't carry counterfeit markings associated with
Xanax tablets. Legitimate Xanax®

Xanax and generics contain the

benzodiazepine alprazolam. Source: DEA Forensic Science Data, 2019-2025.
More than 1,400 DEA drug

exhibits, seized between January 2019 and January 2025, contained bromazolam.
According to DEA forensic science data, more than a thousand of these exhibits
containing bromazolam were in tablet form.
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Ninety-six percent of counterfeit tablets containing bromazolam are rectangular or oval
tablets, commonly stamped with one of the following markings: B 707, S 90 3, V 2090, R
039, and GG 249. These markings are associated with Xanax and generic brands of

alprazolam.

(U) Figure 1. Bromazolam Is Increasing in the lllicit U.S. Drug

Supply
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Source: DEA National Forensic Laboratory Information Systems (NFLIS-Drug, as of January 24, 2025)

(U) Figure 2. Bromazolam Is Increasing in the lllicit U.S. Drug Supply

NFLIS 2024*
Bromazolam Top Ten
State Count
Ohio 755
Texas 262
Virginia 253
Louisiana 239
Pennsylvania 234
* New Jersey 213
— 2024 California 183
Number of States or Territories with Bromazolam by Year
Year 2016 2017 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 2022 2023 2024
Count 2 0 2 6 8 39 46 49 49

*NFLIS-Drug data 2024 interim reporting as laboratories process outstanding exhibits and report their findings to NFLIS.
Source: DEA National Forensic Laboratory Information Systems (NFLIS-Drug, as of January 24, 2025)
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Bromazolam is also used as an adulterant for ;
fentanyl. Bromazolam and other (U) Figure 3: Snapshots from the

. . . lllicit Bromazolam Supply Chain on
benzodiazepines act on nonopioid neuroreceptors the Open Web
in the brain, which can complicate overdose
reversal measures, according to the National
Institutes of Health. Bromazolam may be added
to fentanyl because its sedative effect on other
neuroreceptors gives users the perception of a
longer high, according to the Center for Forensic

Science Research and Education. Of the 1,400 I‘é"r‘l’dgg'}i'[?gi?der
DEA drug exhibits seized between January 2019 bromazolam on
and January 2025, 260 exhibits were powder that g;gt‘;(';}mg“’e

contained fentanyl and bromazolam and fifteen
exhibits were counterfeit tablets that contained
fentanyl and bromazolam.

Bromazolam abused in the United States is
most likely supplied by overseas drug
vendors. As of January 2025, an open web
search returned the websites of business-to-

A China-based

business platforms, where multiple China- and seller uses

ia- i i i e-commerce
Ir.1d|a based ch.e.mlcal suppliers are offering to sell Dlaifatms sl
kilogram quantities of bromazolam powder. counterfeit press

die-molds imitating

Unlike other benzodiazepine class medications, Xanax imprints

bromazolam has never been approved for
medical use in the United States or any other
country. Open web queries of common Xanax

An India-based

tablet imprints returned websites through which vendolrl:c sglg?

. . . urpaorte
China-based vendors sell counterfeit pill press e
die-molds (see Figure 3). e-commerce

platforms
. . . It i Ki if th
According to DEA reporting from 2024, a China- gaé%?g"f: Take 7n35° )
. contain bromazofam, or I
based vendor advertised bromazolam on the they are legitimate Xanax
. . tablets diverted from
open web, communicated with customers through legitimate pharmaceutical

. . . production in India)
encrypted smartphone messaging applications,

accepted cryptocurrency for payment, and
delivered the bromazolam to U.S. customers

Social media users

through the U.S. Postal Service. ask an online
comm#nti;yxif a
(U) OUt'OOk ?:JI%? i:realag?:‘(ake

While U.S. government petitions to add

bromazolam to the U.N. counterdrug treaty may

gain traction and deter foreign vendors from

selling bromazolam, other benzodiazepine analogues

are available for sale by online drug and chemical vendors.

Source: Open Source
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Not all nations are receptive to U.S. requests to broadly control entire classes of drugs.
It is unknown if China, India, or the U.N. will support the control of benzodiazepines as a
broad class, as they did with fentanyl and fentanyl analogues. However, the United
States can continue to advocate for foreign governments to foster know-your-customer
business practices, and prosecute members of their chemical industries for
counterfeiting, and exporting analogues of, drugs that are not approved for medical use.

(U) This product was prepared by the DEA Intelligence Program — Strategic Intelligence Section. Comments and
questions may be addressed to the DEA Indicator Programs Section at: DEA.IntelligenceProducts@dea.gov.
DFN-701-03—Destroy 2 years after issuance or when the Bulletin is superseded or obsolete.
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